CT and MR findings in diastematomyelia, with embryogenetic consideration.
Diastemstomyelia is an extremely rare disorder that is seldom found among the Japanese. This paper presents two Japanese patients, a newborn male and a newborn female, with diastematomyelia. CT demonstrated bony spurs more clearly than plain film, and magnetic resonance images indicated split cords and associated anomalies. Although the embryogenesis of diastematomyelia has not been clearly elucidated, the coincidence of levels of associated anomalies and diastematomyelia in our cases and in the literature supports Bremer's embryogenetic explanation of persistent accessory neurenteric canal.